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   February 2025 E-Newsletter from Network 11 

Our hearts go out to the thousands of residents, including dialysis patients and 

providers, affected by the recent natural disasters. In moments like these, we 

recognize the critical importance of being prepared to ensure the safety and well-

being of patients and healthcare teams alike. To support you during this 

challenging time, Renal Healthcare Association (RHA) is offering free access to the 

Emergency Preparedness chapter from the Core Curriculum for Renal Healthcare 

Administrators©. This chapter provides practical tools and guidance to help 

leaders like you navigate crises with confidence. Download the Free Chapter Here 

Now is the time to start working on your facility’s CMS 2744/Annual Facility 
Survey for 2024! Every dialysis and kidney transplant provider in the country 
is required to submit annual patient census data, treatment, and staffing 
totals via the CMS 2744 in EQRS. Please note, some dialysis organizations 
are submitting CMS 2744 forms at the corporate level, and you may not 
need to complete the CMS 2744 at the facility level. If you are unsure about 
your organization’s CMS 2744 submission plan or if you have questions, 
please reach Aletha at (651) 644-5839 for Michigan facilities or                  
Alli at (651) 644-2911 for MN, ND, SD, WI facilities. 

The Kidney Community Emergency Response (KCER) Program invites you to attend 
an informative training session focused on bringing together the state’s disaster 
response stakeholders, dialysis providers, End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Network, 
and KCER for a discussion on the unique needs of dialysis patients and the facilities 
that treat them. This event is open to all Wisconsin, North Dakota, and South Dakota 
dialysis providers and professionals in the fields of emergency management, public 
health (ESF-8), healthcare coalitions, and additional federal, state, and local 
stakeholders responsible for disaster response and recovery. Click here to register.  

In this free program, you'll learn effective tools and tips for finding a living 
kidney donor. You’ll also hear living donor recipients and living donors share 
their stories. Patients and families will receive education, tools and tips to help 
them write and share their story to find a living kidney donor.  

The intended audience is dialysis professionals, patients on the kidney 
transplant waitlist, and those considering being a living donor.  

Register here: www.kidney.org/offices/nkf-serving-minnesota  

FREE Emergency Preparedness Resource 

 

CMS 2744/Annual Facility Survey Due March 31st 

Dialysis Community Joint Training Session for WI, ND, & SD – March 6th 

Big Ask Big Give FREE Virtual Event – Thu Feb 27th  

https://www.facebook.com/MidwestKidneyNetwork
https://kcrf6hhab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nB9qSfqQBukuOjri5trEYO-wztPuYuYd4GDHpAiBa9XR6_XIw9r_GrCnq34HTZgdlBOTx12CHX7qcgHgkH1ZWrR3ZKdxCnyPRj7puYVL5USSAfymQvmOcZN-0MY0M9WXTreCFAcnxtfaEZ3LD0Qfbr0stWGIZTCSRD8EqEer3C5HA3UNLbExF8iKqh9JMyk94grw0dtQ6VxkztFd1JRfuq4p_I_Q9Z8r014wSta4rDA=&c=vp1l_ROvN6cAomr9epCDEGUYta47XNhzMT_kGqWPOB255Xm72zXCNw==&ch=JtLLo92pKnuAHto2YyHoEps8dU1Xtb1bCHtkW9l65pDdwp4XDU1agA==
https://hsagonline.webex.com/weblink/register/ref03ceb4e40b23542005fb845eab5a6d
http://www.kidney.org/offices/nkf-serving-minnesota
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Join MDH Project Firstline for a 30-minute Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection training session on February 19, 2025, at 1 p.m. 
CT. Germs are everywhere in the health care environment. Regular cleaning and disinfection in high-traffic areas and on high-touch 
surfaces help stop the spread of germs. Register for the training:  
Project Firstline Training Session: Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection   

View Now: Infection Prevention & Control Actions to Stop the Spread of Viral Respiratory Infections 

Stay one step ahead in the fight against flu, COVID-19, and RSV. Project Firstline has the information and tools you need to protect 
yourself, your coworkers, and your patients this respiratory virus season. 

Register for the MDH Project Firstline recorded training: 
Infection Prevention and Control Actions to Stop the Spread of Viral Respiratory Infections (23 minutes) 

Printable Resources: Infection Prevention and Control of Respiratory Viruses 

   

• Infection Control for Respiratory Viruses (PDF)   

• Germs can live in the respiratory system (PDF) 

• CDC Project Firstline Print Materials, Graphics and More 
Includes a variety of masking signs in English and Spanish. 

Coming Soon: New Recorded Project Firstline Table Talk Sessions  

The recent training series on “We’ve Got You Covered | PPE Series” will be posted soon to the MDH Project Firstline Training and 
Resources webpage. Remember to complete the feedback survey after completing a live or recorded training to receive your proof 
of attendance documentation. 

Website: MDH Project Firstline (health.mn.gov/projectfirstline)  
PFL mailing list: Subscribe to MDH Project Firstline Updates   
 

Register for MDH Project Firstline Training – Feb 19th  

 

https://www.facebook.com/MidwestKidneyNetwork
https://minnesota.webex.com/weblink/register/rd547f1f955324d85c0959855f09edef0
https://survey.vovici.com/se/56206EE31719634D
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/ipc-respiratory-viruses-508.pdf?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/projectfirstline/IPC-Respiratory-Viruses-508.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/patientsafety/infectioncontrol/pfl/training/fsresp.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/hcp/communication-resources/index.html#cdc_listing_res-posters
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/patientsafety/infectioncontrol/pfl/training/index.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/patientsafety/infectioncontrol/pfl/training/index.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/patientsafety/infectioncontrol/pfl/index.html
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNMDH/subscriber/new?topic_id=MNMDH_673
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Join Renal Healthcare Association (RHA) for an interactive discussion on the implementation of 

phosphate binders in the dialysis bundle. This exclusive meetup is an opportunity to exchange 

insights, discuss challenges, and share strategies for integrating phosphate binders effectively. 

Bring your questions, experiences, and expertise as we navigate this important change together! 

Register Here 

Two resources are also available on our website:  

https://www.midwestkidneynetwork.org/regulatory-information/quality-incentive-program  

Health Literacy Media is partnering with the University 

of Michigan Transplant Center once again to bring the 

Explore Transplant and Living Donation Dialysis Provider 

Virtual Training back to your area.  Since its conception 

over 16 years ago this training began as a HRSA funded 

quality improvement initiative for dialysis 

professionals. As a health communications nonprofit, 

HLM continues to partner with transplant centers across 

the US to offer CEUs to nurses, technicians, dieticians, 

and social workers who complete the training to 

improve kidney transplant and living donation 

knowledge and resources to use with ESKD patients at 

chairside. Registration: https://bit.ly/UofMI2025.   

With many areas of the country experiencing increased cases of respiratory viruses, now is 

the time to educate patients that it’s not too late to vaccinate! Revisit with patients who 

may have initially declined vaccinations, as well as patients new to the clinic since vaccines 

were offered in the fall. Please look at your vaccination rates on your Network report and 

compare to your own internal rate to check for accuracy. Facilities only get credit for 

doses captured correctly in EQRS. Visit the Network website for the following helpful 

resources: Vaccine Clinic Checklist, Pneumococcal Vaccination Job Aid, and It's Not Too 

Late To Vaccinate Patient Education. Need help with data discrepancies? Reach out for 

help! Email: claire.taylor-schiller@midwestkidneynetwork.org or 651-644-9877 Ext 113 

The 2025 Recommended Treatment Goals have been finalized! We have posted them to our 

website please see link below. Let us know if you have any questions: 

https://www.midwestkidneynetwork.org/quality-improvement/recommended-treatment-goals  

Phosphorus Binders in the Bundle – Feb 26th  

Exploring Transplant and Living Donation – CEs for RN, SW, RD, & PCT  

 

It’s Not Too Late to Vaccinate!! 

 

2025 Recommended Treatment Goals  

https://www.facebook.com/MidwestKidneyNetwork
https://kcrf6hhab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sGXfAfNixLslmJfSAKfiJ6TSaelKETpzG7Rr3UgbB3S3Q-oTjAmnZ2v0izyPjvYWA0FLl1jffi9So31G3ipsl73UyR55uKW_8feM7BnoGeSAcLQJCv_89SqDToR9X9smcDoX21-7XcFzV0q-1FRryTkRnoV9cpbDKqG4Bo2n0MJ3DztnHKgW_adKNZq_f28vvmKWwN1czgUfLRCLOFT0J5PF1ikmK6bUEcd_OdjRxQA0IRxgTBCquEJEqYf45Ypz&c=cSzwZQ0NNtllr0z4a2I_QdfI-HCxY-CgYvcWqcX0JK8D2ZW1gW8W5Q==&ch=qgOax0vfN8p--EheCyPYSKvxvN6W3GZ9FpwrcubzVmJyplYQncn47g==
https://www.midwestkidneynetwork.org/regulatory-information/quality-incentive-program
https://bit.ly/UofMI2025
https://www.midwestkidneynetwork.org/files/vaccine-clinic-checklist_508_2.pdf
https://www.midwestkidneynetwork.org/files/managing_patient_pneumococcal_vaccination_status.pdf
https://www.midwestkidneynetwork.org/files/its_not_too_late_to_vaccinate.pdf
https://www.midwestkidneynetwork.org/files/its_not_too_late_to_vaccinate.pdf
mailto:claire.taylor-schiller@midwestkidneynetwork.org
https://www.midwestkidneynetwork.org/quality-improvement/recommended-treatment-goals

